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Joel works at the corporate office of 
Harmonic Inc in San Jose and is directly 
involved with the development and 
delivery of the next generation television 
standard, ATSC 3.0. His work there 
helps him make the case for deploying 


The 2020 COVID-19 pandemic 
required the club to cancel all in- N 
person meetings for the duration of 
oe 7 resp ay ne Olea ‘ ww D amateur repeater systems based on 

egan meeting electronica Y, USING yy . 
edomuscuiem Ininanens © off-the-shelf broadcast equipment where 
each publicly available meeting will broadcast gear evolves in 5 year cycles 
be sent out Med our groups.io email) forcing gear to drop out of the market which ham radio 
reflector, making it even more impor- | \sratorg can easily leverage. It is not a rehash of the 
tant that you join this email group. . : 
See page 14 for details on Zoom. PACIFICON presentation on same. Joel will present all 
new exciting material and provide our club’s membership 


some truly cutting edge information and technology. 


This month’s meeting will be held virtually only, via our Zoom 
videoconferencing system. The meeting access ID and password 
will be distributed via groups.io email announcement. Our meeting 
will also be shown on the club digital amateur television repeater, 
which is live streamed at: http://w6cxatv.mdarc.org/ 
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Mount Diablo Amateur Radio Club W6CX 

P.O. Box 23222 Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 

(925) 288-1730 

The Carrier is a monthly publication of the Mount Diablo Amateur Radio Club 
(MDARC). It is the policy of the editor to publish all material submitted by 


the membership provided such material is in good taste, relevant to | amateur 
radio and of interest to MDARC members, and provided space is available. 


President - Larry Bradley, KK6QPE 


James Brasiel, KN6JIN Vice President - Ed Morales, KJ6K YT 
Aaron Doyle, KK6LRJ Secretary — Larry Loomer, KI6LNB 
Randy Graham, KG6OTE Treasurer - Cathi Walton, K2CJW 


Ann Graham, KG6OTD 


Emergency Coordinator - Ron Bunch, W4FEK 
Khelmer Manalo, KJ6QID 


Directors At Large 

ao) Bee Ne Trevor Hall, WA6JAU Dave Piersall, NoORB 

: g oe : Roger Hooten, W6UZ Mike Warren, WOMEW 
Lisa Tucker (license pending) 
Craig Wilson (license pending) Membership Chair — Roger Hooten, W6UZ 
Kay Wilson (license pending) mdarcmembership @ mdarc.org 
Luke Wilson (license pending) 
Madison Wilson (license pending) PACIFICON 2020 


Chair: Julie Mah, WJSMAE 
: Registration: Debbie Deeble, KN6DOM 
If you hear these new members on the air, Treasuifer’ Jin Siemon, WOLKE 


please welcome them to our club. Secretary: Cathi Walton, K2CJW 


COMMITTEE CHAIRS AND COORDINATORS 


Annual Auction - Jim Siemons, W6LK 
Communications Trailer - Mike Warren, WOMEW 
Communications Van MDARC-1 - Jim Tittle, K6SOE 
Digital Media - Mike Patterson, N6JGA 
Education & Training - John Primus, AF6RJ 
am mazon S | ] i | ile Field Day - Larry Loomer, KI6LNB 
#) You shop. Amazon gives. Good & Welfare - Diana Sage, KA6TZU 
- - u Holiday Dinner - Misa Siemons, KJ6BUE 
at Amazon dot con License Testing - Larry Loomer, KI6LNB 
Outreach - Dick Wade, WM6G 
Public Service - Klaus Berkner, K6KHB 
Radio Equipment Lending - Brent Morgan, AF6HQ 
Refreshments - Elizabeth Styles, KG6HLV 
Repeater Trustee W6LGW - Dick Brown, KT6X 
Repeater Trustee W6CX - Jim Tittle, KOSOE 
Scholarship - Janice Fujii, KG6VTD 
Technical Committee - Jim Siemons, W6LK 


— Roger Hooten, W6UZ 


ALL MEMBERS ARE INVITED TO JOIN THE CLUB 
E-MAIL GROUP AND SHARE INFORMATION 
WITH THE MEMBERSHIP AT: 


The Carrier Newsletter 
Editor - Matthew G. Vurek, N4DLA 
n4dla_cs245 @ yahoo.com 


: Proofreader - Larry Loomer, KI6LNB 
https://groups.io/g/MDARC Printing & Distribution - Roger Hooten, W6UZ 


Amateur Television Help and Information: 
(the Yahoo group was abolished) Fred Coe, WB6ASU __ wb6asu@icloud.com 
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With heavy hearts, Lisa and Marilyn 


- _ share the news of their father Jay’s 
ae , ees | A eh oS, \) seal passing on Tuesday, July 7, 2020, at 
= ai his home in Walnut Creek. He was 
, surrounded by his wife of 63 years, 
. iB Diane, as well as his daughters, two 
FO Saad ay) of his loving caregivers, and a 
i z se! s me, Hospice East Bay nurse. 


Jay joined MDARC in 1963 shortly after being licensed as Novice class 
WV6PUA. When he upgraded to General class, he was issued WB6PUA. He 
served as a Board member for many years and was W6CX repeater trustee 
from 1981 until 2019. He became a life member in 2013. Jay was also one 
of the first ARRL Volunteer Examiners when that program started in 1984. 


A graveside service will be held Thursday, July 16, 2020 at 10 a.m. at 
Queen of Heaven Cemetery in Lafayette, California. There will be 
limited seating, which we ask be kept free for those unable to stand. 
Parking is very close, on cemetery roadways, and there is a handicap 
accessible walkway. 


Covid-19 restrictions require social distancing, and masks are 
required. We will have masks and hand sanitizer available. For those 
unable to attend, a video of the service and the ability to pay your 
respects through comments will be made available after the 

service. Details on this will follow soon. 


Sadly, the current restrictions prohibit a reception following the service. 
Our father loved a good party, and we hope to be able to invite everyone to 
a gathering in the future where we can raise a glass in his memory. 


We ask that in lieu of flowers, donations be made to Hospice East Bay, in 
Pleasant Hill, CA. 


https://www.hospiceeastbay.org/development/donations 


— Marilyn Kea and Lisa White, daughters of Jay Caldis, KT6Y 


Page 3 


TRIBUTES TO JAY CAL DIS, KTGY 


I just feel privileged and grateful that I was able to know Jay for so many years. 

People have friends, but Jay was special. He, in all the years I knew him never had an unkind word to say about anyone. 
And he was always there to help someone. 

I can still hear him saying, “hey, Ron” in that gravelly voice that was unique to him. 

He will be missed by all of his many friends but great memories of Jay will remain with us the rest of our lives. 

Rest In Peace, Jay. 


Ron Luttringer, K6XC 


Marilyn and Family, our deepest sympathies go to you in the passing of Jay. He was a dedicated ham radio operator 
giving his time and talents to the Mt. Diablo Amateur Radio Club for so many years. He was active in all the club ac- 
tivities and in the Volunteer Examiners system helping those wanting to obtain their licenses to be successful in this en- 
deavor. I have known and respected your father for many years and his loss will be felt deeply by the club. We take 
consolation that he has been released from his suffering. 


Many thanks for letting us know of his passing. He as well as your family will be in our prayers. 


Vicki Zumwalt, N6KLS and Tom Schiller, N6BT 


I first met Jay in 1964 on the air when he was WV6PUA, when one of us answered the other guy’s CQ. I was 
VE2AQV/W6 at the time. He was struggling at about 7 words per minute and I immediately slowed down for him. We 
worked many times and he got to build his speed up so he could earn his General. He used to visit with me at my 
workplace in Pleasant Hill often and we had a neat friendship. He always bragged about my CW expertise and how 
proud he was to work someone who wasn’t afraid to slow down for beginners. We build several Heathkits in the ‘60s, 
but he really blew my mind when he bought a 25 inch Heathkit color TV and built it himself, something I would never 
have tackled, and I was in the TV repair business at the time. That TV had its place in the family room and worked for 
years. He was a kind and friendly gentleman. 


Art Mayoff, AA6AM 


I am sorry to read this. I remember Jay attending the CARES meetings at Concord PD. He was a great guy and always 
friendly to me. 


May he rest in peace. 


Ed Morales, KJ6KYT 


Soooo sorry to hear... many years ago I lived a few houses away from Jay and one day he came by asking about my 
antenna and I was able to give him his Novice test and he became WV6PUA and we would meet every morning on the 
street as I walked to my ride to school and Jay was starting his drive to work..... great guy and a lot of memories. 


Bruce Croskey, AHOU (ex-WA6JCD) 
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TRIBUTES TO JAY CAL DIS, KTGY 


After becoming a ham in 1995, the most prominent ham radio activity in my household for several years was “Jay and 
the Net”. That was the Thursday evening MDARC net which I thought Jay Caldis had invented and was sole proprietor. 


Even my wife, whose understanding of ham radio can be summarized with her name for us — The Hampsters — always 
perked up when she heard the “This is Jay and the Net” greeting coming across my radio. She was excited when she 
first met him at one of the Pacificons, and greeted him with “its great to finally meet you Jay and the Net”. 


Jay was a great guy. His passing is very sad. 


Pete Harris KE6ZIW 


Jay was my instructor for Morse code long ago when I was working towards my license. 


He lived near my in-laws in Walnut Creek and every time I passed by I would think of him and his patience with me. 
RIP Jay. 


Jim Larrowe, N6ZQB 


Jay was a bright light in MDARC. His father, Panos, was an old school European professorial type and a department 
head in Cal Pack who hired me long ago. I first met Jay 8 or 9 years ago, in MDARC. Fun to talk old times. 


Duncan Carter, KJ6APD 


I first met Jay on August 6, 2006 when I attended my first Livermore Amateur Radio Klub (LARK) amateur radio 
"swapfest" in Robertson Park. He was very friendly and walked around hawking PACIFICON tickets (they were 
discounted if bought early), something I saw him do at every summer LARK swapfest I attended until they were 
discontinued in 2011. I would talk to (and watch) Jay on the MDARC analog amateur television repeater as well as on 
the “Fat City” SSB and CW net on 28.420 MHz at 7:30pm on Tuesday nights (his Morse code speed was much faster 
than mine). Jay also helped form the Quarter Century Wireless Association’s Mount Diablo Chapter 228 and he 
attended its monthly brunches in Concord until his health declined. His welcoming spirit and ardent promotion of 
amateur radio is one of the reasons I joined MDARC in 2007. 


Matthew G. Vurek, N4DLA 
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President’s Message 


July 2020 


MDARC Family 


Our Legacy: | know this can mean many things, from leaving our worldly goods to our heirs and 
charities to passing on the life lessons we have learned to others. But | had the pleasure recently of 
experiencing one of those legacies, but first, alittle background. At the MDARC Auction in April 2015 | 
was a recently licensed ham and eager to acquire radio equipment to “get on the air.” Like many of us, 
we purchase equipment that we are not quite ready to use but think that it may be useful at some 
future date. Roll forward the calendar to the present when the pandemic stay-at-home directive has us 
spending more time looking for home-bound things to do and so | found myself checking out some of 
the antenna parts | had purchased in 2015 for $20 as a single lot. And Viola! There it was..... 25 feet of 
coax with intact UHF male PL-259 and UHF female SO-239 connectors that has once conveyed “life- 
giving RF” to and from a Diamond X510HDM antenna. But...there often seems to be a but in these 
things.....it was part of a larger assembly that required a fair amount of disassembly to retrieve the 
“orized” coax. 


So, early this month | completed the disassembly and was so impressed in what | discovered 
that immediately sat down and jotted down some notes for this month’s Carrier. And that is when | 
thought about an expanded view of what is meant by “our legacy.” What did | discover? It became very 
evident that the ham who put this together took great care to make sure his “creation” was going to last 
for a long time and he was not taking any shortcuts. Sure, it took me a while to undo what he had done, 
but | chalked that up to his attention to detail and steadfastly wanting to make it “right.” And | thought, 
shouldn’t that be the case for all of us? | was in essence one of his unforeseen “heirs” who profited from 
his ham radio work ethic legacy. | think the expectation is that my personal legacy to the ham 
community should likewise reflect a similar high bar in whatever endeavors we do for our hobby. How 
about you? 


[Aside: Yes, because of the nameplate on the assembly | know the name and callsign of this 
ham operator, but rather than singling him out with accolades, | will retain his privacy and let him 
remain anonymous. ] 


Readiness anyone? Now is a great time to assess your radio equipment’s operational “health.” 
Sure, we have our regular nets which makes it easy to check out our base and mobile rigs, but what 
about those HTs and portable rigs we want for when the “big one” hits or deployed to a public service 
event (eventually they will return!)? Like many of you, | have a Go Box, but do | really know what is in it 
and what is the “health” for those rigs and its contents? To rectify that lack on my part, | tested all the 
in-radio and spare batteries and brought them to full charge as needed. What about the other stuff in 
that Go-Box? How do | know | have what | need? Is there a speaker mic or an over-the-head headphone 
with boom mic or appropriate connector adapters or user manuals? How about personal operational 
notes? Not sure? Then | recommend taking everything out of your Go-Box to assess what is missing, 
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replenish as needed, and then record an inventory. Mark the dates when the batteries were fully 
charged and tested, then include this inventory list in your Go Box. Now your ready to grab and go. 


Please mark your calendar for our General Membership Meeting on July 17" and plan to join us 
for our virtual gathering to participate in a pre-meeting Interest Table (to be announced), followed by a 
short business meeting and then Joel Wilhite, KD6W who will speaking on The Next Chapter for DATV 
in Northern California. 


What is DATV? Is it just another pesty acronym? No, not exactly. DATV is the acronym for 
“digitally assisted television.” 


Want more? Then check out this YouTube video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=90Pn- 
LkHx4s By Mel Whitten, KOPFX, who explains and demonstrates Digital ATV at HamCom 2016 in Texas. 


If you were not at our virtual General Membership meeting on June 19". then you missed a very 
impressive and timely presentation by Alan Thompson, WEWN and Bob Hess, W1RH titled Phones, Fires 
and Radios For The Rest of Us. Of course we would have rather had you “virtually live” at that meeting, 
but you can check out the business meeting and speakers’ presentation on YouTube: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YHaML_ BOSBM 


PRAIA IK FIRB IBERIA IBERIA IBERIA SPEDE BBS PRE PAE BREESE BPRS IBAA RBRIA IRE RAESR IAPR BRR IR. 


Want to come to the “party”......as in General Membership Meeting? You will need an email 
invitation from Zoom and these are only available through our Groups.io email reflector. If you are not 
on this reflector then check out this link for the simple steps to make it happen. 
http://www.mdarc.org/about-us/communicating-with-you#groups 


Then once you are on that reflector, then expect to see an invitation from me for a Zoom 
meeting. Zoom is easy to use and has a rather easy learning curve and the MDARC.org website has 
useful information for getting you started. 
http://www.mdarc.org/about-us/zoom-guidelines 


These hams are there to represent you, so do not hesitate to voice your comments and concerns to 
them and they will convey them to the rest of the Board. Making the club better and responding to your 
needs is among of their responsibilities. 


Dave Piersall, NGORB; Mike Warren, W6MEW; Roger Hooten, W6UZ; and Trevor Hall, WA6JAU. 


New to Zoom meetings? Not to worry because we have all the information you need in our 
www.MDARC.org website, so please take a look at the “Communicating With You” and “Zoom 
Guidelines” articles by clicking on the link to the left of this COVID-19 Note. You are also encouraged to 
join the email reflector on Groups.io because that is currently the only way of sending you an invitation 
to join a Zoom meeting. There is a link in “Communicating With You” that explains how easy it is to join, 
but if you need help, please contact Mike N6JGA who would be happy to assist you. 
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Prefer not to use the video option in the Zoom meeting? That is fine and you can join us by just using the 
audio, but we would love to see your face. 


FAR SR SS Ie SR OK I IR HR SE IR I OK OK OK OK OK KK OR OK OK OR OK OK OK OK OK OK OK OK OK OK OK OK KK OK OK KK OK OK RK RK OK OK ROKK KK KE KKK KK 
Hiram Percy Maxim 


“He created the ARRL in 1914 as a response to the 
lack of an organized group of "relay" stations to 


pass messages via amateur radio.” 


Call sign 
W1IAW 


Born: September 2, 1869 
Died: February 17, 1936 
Occupation: Inventor 


Want to learn more about Hiram Percy Maxim? 
https://connecticuthistory.org/hiram-percy-maxim 


“The greatest motivational act one person can do for another is to listen.” Roy E. Moody 


Stay safe, 

£3 

Larry Bradley KK6QPE 
07/06/2020 


NMEWBER ACHIEVEMENTS 


Each month, our newsletter will highlight members who were recognized 
by the amateur radio community for their exemplary service to our hobby 


On June 27, 2020, a 30 minute interview with Jim Siemons, W6OLK, ARRL East Bay Section Manager and past 
MDARC president, appears on the “Ham Radio TV” You Tube channel run by Jason Fiore, KM6FAK. Jim 
spoke in depth on his role as Section Manager while visiting at the W6VVR Field Day site in Vacaville. 

Link: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KSf44S IRRCk 


On May 22, 2020, Matthew G. Vurek, N4DLA, our editor and ARRL East Bay Section Affiliated Club 
Coordinator, noticed intermittent interference (that sounded like conversations about road construction) being 
broadcast on the Contra Costa County Fire District’s “Con Central” VHF repeater on Vollmer Peak, which 
simulcasts the 700 MHz P25 trunked radio system utilized by this agency and the Moraga Orinda Fire District 
(MOFD). N4DLA discovered the fire district’s VHF repeater input frequency was identical to the repeater 
output frequency for a Sierra foothills county’s Road Department. Matthew utilized the FCC Universal 
Licensing System database to identify the offending licensee and forwarded their contact information to MOFD 
Emergency Preparedness Coordinator Dennis Rein, KJ6QWU. The interference ended a day or so later. 


Please report member achievements to Membership Secretary Roger Hooten, W6UZ, at 
mdarcmembership @mdarc.org 
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ARRL Field Day 2020 was like no other 
Field Day on record. Instead of being in 
large groups, making contacts around 
the world and encouraging members of 
the public and their elected officials to 
stop by our Field Day sites to see ham 
radio in action, we were left with the 
only choice to set up our own personal 
ham station at home and work to collect 
points by contacting other hams from 
there. 


Yes, there was extra credit for operating 
from a generator or a battery, instead of 
WWW. A 4 4 iL, . Oo RG using utility power (oddly, ARRL bars 
mobile stations from natural power QSO 
credit even if using solar powered 
batteries) and for using the ARRL electronic log submission form, but those were only a few of the 
list of extra credit points that were available during a normal Field Day exercise. 


As Field Day Chairman, I had applied for permission to use a parking lot that is uninhabited during 
the weekend for our MDARC Field Day site. I mailed in a formal application to the landlord, but 
the landlord never got back to me. So, we did not have a large place in which to set up our ham 
gear like we did last year. 


As for me, I set up a contact referral service on the W6CX repeater. A station would call in to the 
repeater and give me their call sign and their monitoring frequency and I would broadcast that 
information every half hour on the repeater, to help stations make contacts with other stations. 
This service was published just before Field Day, so it was not generally utilized as much as I was 
hoping it would be utilized. I had a few customers, and that made the effort worthwhile. 


One club member that I talked to afterward said that, working with FT-8, he got five contacts per 
hour between 1100 hours and 1800 hours on Saturday. There was a break between 1800 hours and 
2200 hours, and then the activity picked up again. At 2400 hours, the activity on 40 meters went 
nuts. He had a full waterfall on his radio. From midnight to 0130 hours on Sunday, he got the 
majority of his contacts. At sunrise 20 meters came alive. On 80 meters there was no action. 

15 meters was completely dead. 12 meters, 17 meters, 30 meters and 60 meters were not allowed 
to be used. 


There were probably other similar stories of good contacts at some times and zero contacts at other 
times. 


Let us hope that Field Day 2021 will be a “normal” Field Day as we are used to experiencing. 
73, Larry Loomer, KI6LNB 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 


Virtually via ZOOM Videoconference May 4, 2020 


Attendees: Larry Bradley KK6QPE, Ed Morales KJ6KYT, Larry Loomer KI6LNB, Cathi Walton K2CJW, Ron 
Bunch W4FEK , David Piersall N6ORB, Mike Warren W6MEW, Mike Patterson N6JGA, Trevor Hall WA6JAU, 
Roger Hooten W6UZ, Marilyn Warren WOMEW-YL, Cal Vasquez K6VT, Jim Siemons W6LK, Dick Wade WM6G, 
Ruth Miller KE6VOO, Eric Ferguson KA6USJ, Bill Goldsby KI6HCA 


7:04 PM: The virtual meeting was called to order by President Larry Bradley. Introductions were made. Minutes of 
the last board meeting were approved. The President sent out the agenda prior to the meeting. The agenda was re- 
viewed and approved. 


President: He is still sheltering in place in Oregon. He will be returning home on June 3. 


Vice President: There will be a virtual General Membership meeting in June. The speakers for June will be Alan 
Thompson, WOWN & Bob Hess, W1RH. Topic: Phones, Fires & Radios for the Rest of Us. The meeting will be si- 
mulcast on MDARC ATV. 


Secretary: No report. 


Treasurer: Cathi Walton K2CJW, reported that the additions to the budget report for May 2020 were routine expenses. 
The changes to the figures on the budget sheet were discussed. Account totals are: Checking $32K+, Savings $28K+ 
and Self-Insurance $57K+. 


Emergency Coordinator: CARLA 13 had coax that was stolen. 
Directors: No reports. 
Education: The tentative schedule for the start of the General Class is August 4. 


Digital Media: The Zoom use guideline was discussed. The discussion of when members will be admitted to 
Groups.io was deferred until the July meeting. MDARC will run with the guideline as it is presently written. A mo- 
tion was passed to accept the guideline as written. It will be put in the Groups.io guidelines file. 


Outreach: He is keeping the phone answered. 
License Testing: No MDARC license testing report. 


Membership: The chairman will circulate a membership structuring proposal. He has the printed 2020 Membership 
directories at his house, for the use of Board members and Chairpersons, upon request. Hard copies of the directory 
have gone out to those who requested them. We have 308 members paid for this year, down from 340 last year. Mem- 
bership retention will be discussed at the next board meeting. 


Field Day: This last week, the ARRL Board of Directors changed the Field Day rules. Club members can aggregate 
their scores for a total club score. A 1000 foot circle is the limit of the size of a Field Day working area. A club can 
operate as a Class D station on utility power, and can only contact an emergency powered station. An aggregate score 
will be compiled under the umbrella of the club. Field Day information for the Carrier must be submitted by next 
week. The club members should be encouraged to get on the air from home. A Zoom meeting might be needed to ac- 
complish that. Everyone must bring their own food to the Field Day site. If we go to the Heather Farm site, there 
might be trouble with visitors attracted to our location. 


(continued on following page) 


Page 10 


Unfinished Business: 


1. Field Day: Covered above. 


2. Pacificon: The hotel people that we deal with have been furloughed. They will be back this week. There will be a 
voice conference with the hotel and Julie. The bailout date for no charge is up to the hotel. The committee is considering 
a virtual convention. 


3. Scholarship: The scholarship was tabled at the last meeting, pending the club being in a more strong financial position. 
4. Written Com Van Policy: The chairman was not present. Discussion will be moved to the July meeting. 
5. Radio Lending Library: This will be discussed at the July meeting. 


6. Virtual Meetings: This format will be used for the rest of the summer. 


New Business: 


1. Virtual Breakout Sessions at the Membership Meetings: An Elmer breakout session will be presented before the June 
membership meeting. A DX breakout meeting at 6:30 will be presented before the July membership meeting. An Elmer 
breakout session will be presented before the August membership meeting. The GOTA meeting will be arranged when the 
President gets back home. 


2. Membership Followup: Members that have not renewed will be emailed, asking them why they did not renew. If there 
is no reply, then a letter/postcard or a phone call will be initiated. 
Adjournment: 8:48 PM 


Respectfully submitted, Larry Loomer, KI6LNB, MDARC Secretary 


GENERAL MEETING MINUTES May 15, 2020 via Zoom Teleconference 


7:00: The meeting was called to order by the President who had returned from Oregon. The Pledge of Allegiance was 
recited by the members to a flag supplied on Zoom by Mike, WOMEW. There were no revisions to the meeting minutes 
from the previous meeting. 


The Vice President reported that today was Juneteenth — the end of slavery. 

The Secretary had no report. 

The Treasurer's May report showed that there is $60K+ total in the checking account and the savings account, $57K+ in 
the Self-insurance Fund and $15K+ in the Pacificon Fund. The total is $132K+. 

The Directors had no reports. 


The Tech. Committee reported that the repeater is being turned off at night. 

The Media Committee reported that the Group.io instructions have been posted. 

Education: A Zoom GOTA Class was put on by Larry, KI6LNB, and Mike, W6MEW, on June 12 for 19 participants. 
Emergency Communication: No report. 


Pacificon: The committee is working on an announcement about Pacificon. The announcement will be made in the next 
few days. 


Membership: Roger Hooten announced that we have 384 paid members in the middle of June. We are 60 — 70 members 
short from last year. 


Vehicle Committee: No report. Field Day: A memo on Field Day has been placed on the website. 
Unfinished Business: None New Business: None 
7:18: The meeting was adjourned. 


Respectfully submitted, Larry Loomer, KI6LNB, MDARC Secretary 
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GET-ON-THE-AIR CLASSES SCHEDULED 


There will be a Get-on-the-Air (GOTA) classes for the 
recent Concord license test session’s successful 
candidates and for any other hams that would like to get 
started in using their amateur handheld radios. 


One will be held on the Zoom format 
on Friday, July 17, 2020 at 6:00pm. 


An in-person class, with masks and 
social distancing will be held on 
July 18, 2020 at 6:00pm. 


Please contact Larry Loomer, KI6LNB, at <ki6lnb@arr|.net> 
for further information and to reserve a spot in these classes. 


LICENSE TESTING REPORT 


On May 6,2020, ARRL Volunteer Examiners (VEs) John Vandevere 
KK6VCW, Jim (Sharky) Turnbull WW1ACE, Mike Patterson N6JGA, 
Mike Warren W6MEW, and Larry Loomer KI6LNB held a license 
testing session in Concord where 14 candidates were tested. 


Following that session, another testing session was held on June 
6, 2020, at which 14 candidates were tested. On June 20, 2020, 
these same VEs tested 18 more candidates. 


There is a license testing session planned for July 25, 2020, in Concord. More 
testing sessions will be scheduled in future months. 


If you or a friend would like to take a ham radio license test, for a new license or for 


an upgrade, contact Larry Loomer KI6LNB, at ki6Ino@arrl.net . He and his VEs will 
be glad to administer one or more tests to you. 
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2020 Ham Radio Licensing General Course 
Class. 


has changed to an online 
Registration Available Now! Mt. Diablo 


Amateur Radio Club - (MDARC.org) 


MDARC will be holding a 9 week course where you can 
learn everything you need to upgrade from your Technician 


license to 2"’ level General license. 
The General is now a ZOOM Class and has been moved 


to start Tuesday August r lad 2020 


and License testing will also be available. 
Complete class calendar and registration link: 


http://www.mdarc.org/activities/education/Classes 


Once registered we will send class material and the weekly zoom link. 


The auto response at HamRadioClass@gmail.com will answer more 


class questions. 


The Extra Class has been postponed to August 2021 
Date to be determined and you can register at: 
http://www.mdarc.org/activities/education/Classes 

Be sure to tell your friends they do 
NOT need to learn Morse code! 


The fee for each License Class level is $10 paid online at 
the time of online registration. 


If you have a question that is NOT about signing up for the classes 


please refer to www.MDARC.org or email MDARC's 
PIO info@mdarc.org 


IF YOU ALREADY 
REGISTERED AND 
PAID FOR THE 
IN-PERSON CLASS, 
YOU DO NOT NEED . 
TO RE-REGISTER! AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 
Page 13 


Zoom Video Meeting Instructions 


Note: Zoom videoconference meeting access IDs and passwords will be distributed only through our MDARC 


Groups.io email reflector. They will not be posted on the club web site or other publicly available forums, in 
order to maintain needed security precautions. 


General Information: 


All meeting hosts and attendees are expected to review these guidelines prior to any Club meeting and abide by 
them throughout the meeting. 


Zoom has two kinds of events: Meetings and Webinars. 


Meetings: 


In Meetings, everyone can see and hear everyone else (unless an individual has been muted or stopped their 
video). Everyone can also share their screen (unless blocked by the host), for demonstrating something or 
showing a PowerPoint, as examples. 


Webinars: 


In Webinars, only the presenter(s) can be seen and heard. Questions and comments are normally handled by 
either submitting the question by typing it into the Question pop-up box or the Chat area; or using the “Raised 
Hand” icon, then asking your question when the host unmutes and acknowledges you. 


Webinars are an extra-cost feature in Zoom, so all Club events will be Meetings. This means every participant 
must be diligent about abiding by these guidelines, to minimize disruptions. 


Per our Bylaws, Article III, Section 5; Electronic Meetings; Item 6: 
(http://www.mdarc.org/about-us/official-documents/bylaws) 
“Electronic Meetings may be conducted at the discretion of the meeting’s chair. Nothing in this Section shall 
be construed as to require that any meeting of the Membership, Board of Directors or any committee be 


provided with the facilities for an Electronic Meeting, or that any attendee has the right to attend any meeting 
by electronic means.” 


If you have any questions about using Zoom, please let us know at info@mdarc.org or by 
calling 925-288-1730. 


For computers (Windows or Apple), download the “Zoom Client for Meetings”. 


For phones and tablets, scroll down and download the appropriate “Zoom Mobile App” 


* We recommend using a computer, rather than a phone or tablet, when possible. The screen is larger, the 
audio is usually better and the controls are easier to use. 


Once the app is installed, you can join a test meeting to test your system and your audio. 
See http://www.mdarc.org/about-us/zoom-guidelines/zoom-how-to 


(continued on following page) 
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Zoom Video Meeting Instructions (continued) 


* Be sure to review the “Attendee Controls in a Meeting” on Zoom’s web site. See our Zoom How-To page for 
the link. 


* Please attend via a video connection whenever possible. Although calling into a meeting by audio-only is 
allowed, it’s strongly discouraged. Attendees are at a substantial disadvantage when they can’t see the material 
being displayed on-screen. If you don’t have or don’t want to use a camera yourself, it’s possible to attend a 
video meeting while keeping your video image turned off. That way, you can at least see the material. This 
may somewhat restrict your ability to participate, however. 


* Tf you aren’t fully familiar with using Zoom, please see our Zoom How-To page. 


* Once in a meeting, check your name as it appears at the bottom of your image, or in the Participants List. 
Change it to one appropriate for the meeting, if needed. We suggest adding your call sign, for example. You 
can also make your name change permanent in your online profile. See our Zoom How-To page for instruc- 
tions. 


Video: 
* Test your camera before the meeting. 
Make sure you have the correct camera selected in your PC’s settings and that it’s working. 
* Use appropriate lighting (no bright windows or lights behind you; light your face well, etc.) 
* Do not use a camera angle that’s too low (e.g., many laptops on a table or desk). 
No one wants to stare up your nostrils the entire time. 
* Check your own image. Is this how you want to be seen? Is your face clear and well lighted? 
* Wear appropriate clothes (please no pajamas, bath towels, etc.). 
* Check the background of your image for anything you may not want others to see 
(junk in the corner, unmade beds, very personal items, etc.). 
* Do not use a Zoom virtual background unless your PC can handle it. 
Get a green screen if you really want a virtual background. 
Turning on Zoom’s virtual background feature without a green screen often messes 
with your image and distracts from the meeting. 
* Remember that, in Meetings, everyone can see you at all times. 
Temporarily stop your video if you must do anything you don’t want everyone to see. 


Audio: 
* Test your audio before the meeting. 
Make sure you have the correct microphone & speakers selected in your PC settings and that they’re working. 
Does your microphone sound good? Are you easily understood? If not, consider an external microphone. 
* Keep your mic muted unless you’re speaking. 
* Understand that if your audio is very poor, or if there are background noises, side conversations, etc.; 
the host may mute you. 


* Remember, you must click “Join with internet audio” to get into the meeting. You will be placed in the 
“Waiting Room” until the host admits you. Your audio, both your speakers and your mic, will be muted until 
the host admits you. Once in the meeting, your mic will remain muted until unmuted by you or the host. Un- 
fortunately, this is a necessary security measure. 
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STORE BUYING POWER! 


IG-7600 | Alf Mode Transceiver 

 100W HF/6m Transceiver, gen cov. receiver * Dual DSP 32 bit « Three 
roofing filters- 3, 6, 15khz 5.8 in WOVGA TFT display © Hi-res real time 
spectrum scope 


IG-7200 | HF Transceiver 

© 160-10M * 100W ¢ Simple & tough with IF DSP « AGC Loop Man- 
agement @ Digital IF Filter * Digital Twin PBT # Digital Noise Reduction 
® Digital Noise Blanker * USB Port for PC Control 


IG-7100 | Ai! Mode Transceiver 
© HF/50/144/430/440 MHz Multi-band, Multi-mode, IF DSP * D-STAR DV 


Mode (Digital Voice + Data) « Intuitive Touch Screen Interface ¢ Built-in 
RITY Functions 


ID-5 100A | VHF/UHF Dual Band Digital Transceiver 
* Analog FM/D-Star DV Mode * SD Card Slot for Voice & Data Storage * 


50W Output on VHF/UHF Bands ¢ Integrated GPS Receiver * AM Airband 
Dualwatch « FM Analog/DV Repeater List Function 


ID-51A | VHF/UHF Dual Band Transceiver 


© 5/2.5/1.0/0.5/0.1W Output « RX: 0.52-1.71, 88-174, 
380-479 MHz « AN/FM/FM-N/WFM/DV © 1304 
Alphanumeric Memory Chis ¢ Integrated GPS * D-STAR 
Repeater Directory * IPX7 Submersible 


KENWOOD 


TS-590SG | HF/S0MHz Transceiver 

¢ Equipped with 500 Hz/2.7 kHz roofing filter as standard « ALC 
derived from TS-990S eliminating spike issues * Antenna output 
function (shared with DRY connector) « CW - morse code decoder 
function 


TM-D7106 | 21/440 Dualband 

« ViVAV+U/U+U operation ¢ Built-in GPS ¢ Built-in TNC for APRS 
& DX-Cluster operation * 50W 2M & UHF « 1,000 memories * Dual 
receive * Green or amber backlight colors * Latest APRS firmware 
w/new features « Sky Command || remote functions 


TM-V71A | 214/440 DualBand 

¢ High RF output (60W) * Multiple Scan * Dual receive on same 
band (VxV, UxU) ¢ Echolink® memory (auto dialer) « Echolink® 
Sysop mode for node terminal ops * Invertible front panel * Choice 
of green/amber for LCD panel « 104 code digital code squelch 


TM-281A | 2 Mir Mobite 


* 65 Watt « 200 Memories *CTCSS/DCS « Mil-Std specs * Hi-quality 
audio 


TH-FGA | 21/220/440 


«Dual channel receive * .1 - 1300 MHz (cell 
blocked) RX « FM, AM, SSB « 5W 21/220/440 
TX, FM 435 Memories ¢ Li-lon Battery 


® RETAIL LOCATIONS -— Store hours 10:00AM - 5:30PM - Closed Sunday 
® PHONE - Toll-free phone hours 9:30AM - 5:30PM 
® ONLINE — WWW.HAMRADIO.COM 


YAESU 


The reectiar 


FT-991 | HF/S0MHz/2M/440 Transceiver 

* 160 M-440MHz - SSB/CW/FM/C4FM DigitaVAM/RTTY/PSK « 100 
W (2/4440: 50 Watts) ¢ 3.5” TFT full-color touch panel operation + 
High speed spectrum scope * Roofing filers: 3kHz & 15kHz* 32-bit 
high speed floating point IF DSP 


FIDX1200 | 100W HF + 6M Transceiver 


¢ Triple Conversion Receiver With 32-bit Hoating Point DSP + 40 
MHz 1st IF with selectable 3 kHz, 6kHz & 15 kHz Roofing Filters 
¢ Optional FFT-1 Supports AF-FFT Scope, RITY/PSK31 Encode/ 
Decode, CW Decode/Auto Zero-|n « Full Color 4.3” TFT Display 


FT-450D | Ai@ow HF + 6M Transceiver 
© 100W HF/6M « Auto tuner built-in * DSP built-in * 500 memories 
¢ DNA, IF Notch, IF Shift 


FIM-400DR | 21/440 Mobile 
¢ Color display-green, blue, orange, purple, gray * GPS/APRS « 
Packet 1200/9600 bd ready * Spectrum scope Bluetooth * MicroSD 
slot * 500 memory per band 


FT-GOR | 214/440 5W HT 
« Wide receiver coverage « AM air band receive 
¢ 1000 memory channels w/alpha labels « Huge 


LCD display * Rugged die-cast, water resistant 
case * NOAA severe weather alert with alert scan 


® FAX - All store locations 
® MAIL - All store locations 


PORTLAND, OR. 


co 
co 


PHOE 


PLANO, TX 
Stir ae 
(877) 455-8750 | 


Contact HRO for promotion details, Toll-free including Hawaii, Alaska and Canada. Call will be routed to the nearest store. All HRO 800-lines can assist you. If the first line you call is busy, you may call another. AZ, CA, CO, GA, VA residents add sales tax. 
Prices, specifications and descriptions subject to change without notice. 
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AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 
WWW.MDARC .ORG 


www.mdarc.org 


FIRST CLASS 
AMA, Po CONVENTION 
—a el ee, 
https://www.facebook.com/mdarc.org 
W6CX Nets 
M-F 5:42 am Morning Muster 147.060+ 224.780- 441.325+ 
M-F 6:10am Commuter Net 147.060+ 224.780- 441.325+ Contra Costa County Emergency Communications Nets 
Every Thursday 
Monday 8:00 pm SATERN Net — 147.060+ http://www.coco-races.org/meetings/nets/ 
Tuesday 7:30 pm Fat City 10 meter USB/CW Net 28.420 MHz 6:35 pm HF Countywide 3.893 MHz LSB 


6:45 pm West County 145.110-- (82.5 PL) 
Tuesday 8:00pm Digital Practice Net 147.060+ 224.781- 
44],325+ 7:00 pm Central County 145.680 Simplex 


7:00 pm East County 146.535 Simplex 


7:00 pm South County 147.480 Simplex 
Thursday 7:30 pm MDARC Club Net 147.060+ 7:20 pm Countywide 145.490-- (107.2 PL) 
or 147.735-- (107.2 PL) 
or 145.410-- (107.2 PL) 


Wednesday 7:00 pn SKYWARN Net 147.060+ 


Thursday 8:00 pm Amateur Television Net 147.060+ 


FM 147.060 MHz +/ PL 100Hz - 
Concord Auxiliary Radio Emergency Service (CARES) 

224.780 MHz -/PL77Hz 441.325 MHz +/PL 100Hz Wednesday 8:00pm 147.405 Simplex 

EchoLink: W6CX-R /133896, IRLP: 3057 


https://www.broadcastify.com/listen/feed/25334 Digital Amateur Television Repeater 


D-STAR 145.000 offset plus 2.5 MHz Digital ATV Output: 1244.500 
https://w6cx.dstargateway.org/ Digital ATV Inputs: 1292.500, 1273.0, 917.0, 430.0 


DATV Internet Stream: http://w6cxatv.mdarc.org/ senate EN neat LOE eee) 


July 2020 and August 2020 Club Calendar 


Friday July 17, 2020 7:00pm - MEETING IS VIRTUAL ! Watch on DATV Repeater or join via zoom.us 
Saturday August 1, 2020 MDARC Technical Committee Meeting - VIA VIDEO CONFERENCE 
Monday August 3, 2020 MDARC Board of Directors Meeting - VIA VIDEO CONFERENCE 


Friday August 21, 2020 MDARC General Meeting - TO BE DETERMINED 


